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Search for Counterfeifers Ends in Arrest of - Engraver in New
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West .Vlrgmlan to Have Big Tree
for ‘Newsies’ With Gifts for All

i'or & number. of years The West Virginian has been giv-
ing a dinner for its newsboys and agents on New Year's, enter-
tuinln: the' large sales: group Iln aplandid style and awarding!

This feature will be discarded this yen.r, ond a new feature
will take its place which Is expacted lo prove even more popu-

The West Virginian will hwa A bls Christmas tres for its .
newsles and it will be fllled with prasents for the boys whc
ery, “Paper Mister?” and the npws agents.
boys .and agents will be Invitéd to the big Christmas tree cele-
bration, which will start at' 7:30 o'cleck next ‘Wednesday eve-

press room of The West Virginiun and will be lighted from
top ot bottom with Tittle eleetric lnmps of various shapes and
In among the lights will be the presents.

Christmas many of the people to whom The West
YVirginlan 1s dellvered give thelr newsles a glf{t at Christmas,
It has been suggested that those plenning to do this agaln this
year send their gifts to The W est Virginian, or call this office
and,n messenger will call for Lhem, so that all the gifts may
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INCENDIARISM BLAMED,

EQ, Deec. 22. — The fire
estroyed tae historic $1.
otre. Dame Church early
elleved to have heen

an incendiary, according

ife] Dorrntn. chief of the pro-
police, who sald ha had re-

i letter Informing him that
! :would be burned on De-
E28. | First' reports sald it
ved the blaze was cauged
cironlt in the electrical

U _au_ar needs It Apply A,
y ﬁ‘ Farmington, W. Va,,

"and tomurro’ are ;rour
hanes to buy Christmas
~Your Christmas Stors
3 and 14 less than the
selling price. Richelieu,
}B'llm Bird and La Tau-
,..]5 ‘are salling foy 1-3

{th the Blue Front |
«n One Place
Sek tdlaon 8t.

Everybody's glad and
AY

Everybody's full of
GLEE,

Life goes tripping
MERRILEE,

Anticipation Is the

TUFF

Christmas hides within its
N s

UFF.

FORD MAY PURCHASE
POND CREEK LANDS

NEW YORK, Deec, 22—Heury
Ford is negotlating for the pur.
chase of tha coal lands, minlag
plants'and equipment of the Pond
Creok Coal Co., In Plke Couaty,
Kentucky, it wns announced to-
day by T. B. Davis, president of
the coal concern. Negotiations will
be completed belore the end of
the year ;he sald.

Mr. Davis fssued a statement
concerning the megotiations *“in
view of the rumors that have benn
current In the press, and In order
that his own stockholders might
be correctly Informegd as to what
was transpiring."”

Negotlations with representa_
tatives of the Ford Imterests have
been going on for several days, he
sald, All of the Pond Creek com.
pany's lands and equipment In
Plke County are concerned in the
pending transactlon.

If You Want Good Fish
and Fruits
See James Lombardo,
Corner of Grafton and
Pennsylvania Avenues.

CAR SHORTAGE

.| by Dy
v lhnn the' ‘others. Taking Northern
; Wnat Xéff'm“ ooal  flelds’

ESSTNS COAL
TONNAGE HER

Commer_uigleroading on Mon-
ongah, Division, B. & 0.,
Duwn to 25 Per Cent

-—1._.

‘onds’ made in the coal pro-
daIFJnn indlcate  that Northérn
ot Virginla {5 suffering from'an
ﬁhﬂ?ﬂlo.mg'hhera hgg

L the
“ling ‘been very keen, but
ent perfod. of car ahortaga
o’ ‘miore

oLy

B.&0. OFFICILS

\|derstending in reference to trans-

COMNE TO Y
NEAT THURSDA

Others to Confer With
Coal Operators

tem will be In  Fairmont .next
| Thursday to confer with the mem-
'bers of the Northern West Virginla
'Coal Operators’ Association at
(their rooms in the Jacobs Bullding
‘nt 11 a. m. It is expected that C.
W. Gelloway, Baltimore, vice presi::
dent in charge of operations, and

~~ | other high B. & O. officials will bo’
here for the occasion. "This s i |

keeping with the plan for the rall-
rond and coal company: officials fn

problems of mutusl good and un-

portation matters,
Making Up Shortage.
According to George S. Brackott,
secretnry of the Northern West Vir-

the B. & O. Rallroad {s making up
coal shortage. In mmperiod of threa
weeks, 4t {s sald that approximately
1,300 cars were made up, Those
shortages. are reckoned on 'the
besis of diyislons,
Persunal Mention,~

Joseph W. Reed; director of the
safety department,
Conll Co, Joft this' morning for
Bpmerset, Fa,, whera he will spend
the Christmas holldays.
the Brady-Warner Coal Corpora-
“ZRobert B, ‘Rightmire, engineer; of
;%au, Cnnsalldatinn Coal Gu.. 18

6 from. Detroit. | ;
Janttnsf‘ﬂm -mam:.— and

¢ar shortage prob: lr
nn\rer Wi moro acute than it s at
the present time.

Some cperators -sey that they

r nave beaen getting but a few cara

a week at their plants. All com-
plain of car shortage. Operations
along the Coannellsville Division,
B, and O., probably lead in ecar
ehortage difficulties as there was
not & car of coal loaded on that
ling :autgrdu.l

The Monongahela Rallway plant
have been hard hit by car short-
age for somo tlme, especially dur-
Ing the past two days, thera being
only 456 cars placed .on Thursday
and fourteen today.

Along ihe Charleston Divislon,
B. and O,, the car supply has been
ragged also.  There the empties
numbered forty on Thursday and
tilty-four today.

Teday's Percentages

Mines on five divisions of the
nine In Northern “West Virginia
today have an average of 19 per
cont or just & tnille of a per eant
stronger than the previous day.

The Monongah Division aganin
bas a 21 per cent run, but the
Moenongabela has dropped to 2 per
cent. The Western Maryland has
on 18 per ceot run, as does the
Charleston Division. A 34 per cent
run of cars is on the M. and W,,
today, while operations along the
Monongahela in Pennsyivania to-
day have a 20 por cent zun of

cars.
Mine Mdleness

More mines are ldle today ou
the Monongah Division, B, & (.
then are at work because of the
car shortage. There are 128 mines
Idle, while elghty.nine are at
work,

The car shortage Is more ncute
on the Monongaheln than any
road in the reglon. There are
thirly.five mines [dle, which

(Conunued on page seven)

SLAIN MAN BELIEVED
VICTIM OF BLACKHAND

CLEVELAND,, Dec. 22.—The
body of Anthony Joffee, 26, Wil
loughby, was found this mporning
not far from his home in Willough-
by, fifteen miles east of here.
Muarshall James Maloney, sum-
moued by a man who discovered
the body, declared that in his opin.
ion the slaying was the outgrowth
of & blackhand plot.” Malonoy,’ ex-
amining the body with Dr, N, C.
Ice, Lake ' County, coroner-alect,
found fourteen bullet holes in it,
six in ‘the back.
| Theer was no signs of a scuffla
near the spot where the pody wos
found and thers was no indication
of robbery, Marshall Maloney sald.

FOR SALE

' FOR SALE
FPool Room : contalnlng 4 ta-

blea. Writs ‘Box 1000”7 Care
‘The Went Virginian/

Shetland , pony, 6/ years old,
with good set of harness, cow-
boy saddle and a two wheeled
sulky. (Will sell’ everythimF
cheap to quick buyer. Robert

'§ Lynch,

Farmington, " W, Va.,
Phone 11

‘ment of an American commizaion
*I'to Investigate

'Blaine Moore, auditor, Hutchinson
ay.Coalp.00. ‘returnsd ehis" moraing
{r\:m a trlp ‘to ‘Washington, D, C.
. Observing P'ay Days
Some of the coal companies pald
off thelr miners today In nrdor
that tYey might have Cnristmas
money, Some of the larger com-
panles, such-as the Consolidation
and others, will pey tomorrow,
Indications are that the mines
will turn out = right falr produc.
tion on Saturday as far a8’ the
miners are concerned, but of
courge the ear supply propositiun
(Cmtinued on page seven)

GERMANY DENIES
MAKING OVERTURE
10 UNITED STATES

Frank Skepticism Expressed
by London Papers Over
Reported Plans

BERLIN, Dec. 22.—(By the As-
soclated Press)—It wes officlally
denled here today that Chancellor
Cuno or any other government of-
tielal bhad suggested 'the appolnt

Vice-President Gallowa's" and|.

High ofticlals of the B. & 0. Sys-

meet at given perlods to work ont:

Consolidation |

_Samuel \D. Brady, presldent of |5
tion, has returned from Plttsburgh, |’

ginia Conl. Operators’ Asluclatlun.i A

N WIERTﬂN FEUI]

Brother of Slafn' Man unnd-;
ed---Search Being Made 1
For James Pearson

WEIRTON, W. Va, Dec. 20—
Roy Ledson, 25, was shot through,
the head afdd killed Instantly, and |
nis brother Willlam (8 suftering |
from bullet wounds fu the stom-!
ach, a8 a roesult of & -nhuutlng,’
scrape efist of hers this miorning. |
The police are scouring the hills
for James Pearson, a farmer and
mill %worker, who, acurding to|
Willlam Ledscn, fired both shots, |

A fued had existed belween the,
tamllles for some time, It 18 sald, |
and when (he men @@tithis morn-
ing. Pearson opened! fire, accord-|
ing (6 Trwilam Ledson. The latter
claims he took the gun from Pear-
son ‘affer he bad been shot and
beat ‘Pearson oven the head with
it, not knowing his brother had
been mortally wounded.

Germany's etono-
mic conditions.

LONDON, Dec. 22.—Conslderable
caution, amounting somstimes to
frank skepticlsm. is manjfested by
thig morning's newspapers in thelr
discussion of the proposal for the
American commission to visit Ger-
many. Some of the papers bring
forward sembofficial deninls ‘that
Great Briluin bas rocelved, much
lesg nceepted, the - proposal, and
warn against putting falth in these
“Amarican canards."

In fruarters where It is admitled
as probable that Germany inftiated
such a proposal, the {dea is received
with a strong suspiclon of Teutonic
motive.,

“It would he most unwise,"”
writes the financia] editor of the
Post, “to ellow theso 'constant ru-
mors of American Intervention to
divert atentlon from the one un-
donbted fact of the situation: name-
Iy, that the next installment of the
reparations s due January 25 and
that it behooves the Allles to como
to n detinite conclusion in the
meantime regarding the course to
be adopted, unless Germany pre-
vlnun],v presents eatlsfactory pro-
posals.”

PERMISSION DENIED
NHEW YORK, Dac. - 22.—~(harles
W.! Morse, ' the/ Nsw Yark ship
‘bullder under. Indic here on
charges 0T mnamecy to defrand
JAn_connaction with war/time; con-
\tracts, was denied

dittle girls one from . Rivesyllle

Der
6t ot bnhunbla BupFeme | Ch

‘todny to go to) I‘Rums.lrlo, )
Dr,  Machin  Fdv I

LOCAL GIRLS ENACT
SANTA CLAUS' ROLE

A minature Christmas tree. a
Christmas stocking, warm cloth-
Ing and most Interesting assort.
ment of toys will be presented to
each of tem children tomorrow by
Mise May Maloney of the Red
Cross* and the Misses | Virginia
Eisle and Katherine Yost, high
school girls, e the resultof: §25
recelved from a doll sale, The sale
was® held in Shurtleff and Welton's
Sfore on Maln street recently un.
der the spomgdrship of the Falr-
mont High School Blue Trlangle
Club, the dchool branch of the Y.
W. C, A. A doll' was dregsed - and
donated to the sale.by each mem_
ber of the organizatiom,

As a result of the charitable

work flve!little brothers. reslding|

in Winfleld will be remembered,
ihree little. Kingmont. lads  will
almo be thoe reciplents ' of the
Christmas.  packages, while two

and the other [rom Watson, will
not be allowed to suffer the sen-
sation ‘of ‘ono ‘Who has been for.
gotten.

The ten cases mentioned wm
brought to the’attention of ' tis
Blue Trianglel glrls. by Miss Ma-
lomey, who eollelied thelr ald be_

cause of'the fact that the childran whi
o Temidm-

wuld :111 mner;rlle! h
a_work',"of the Times
fiind and the Saivatlo

O'Bierne to Give,
Jail Unfoﬂunam
‘Christmas Present

John O'Belrne, former captain
of the Salvatlon Army here, will
be ‘one of:those to play Banta
Claus‘to the unfortunates in the
Marion Connty jall.' He. wil
conduct. & spéoinl Christmas ser-
vico fn the'fall at 10:30 Sunday
morning, A teatm-e of the meet-
ing will be A number of vocal
duets by his! daughters, the lit-:
u; girls haln: € and 8§ Yyears
ol

To each prisoner O'Befrne
will give a pound of candy and
a large juicy apple, |

O'Beirne, who {8 now, In busi-
ness here, .says ho expocts to
give a tenth of his earninga in
recent - months to Christmas
charity. He has furnished
Chrristmas trees to the Salva-
tion Army, the jail, two local
hospitals, to the Quota Club for
a poor children's party to bc
held Christmas afternoon and to
one, other local Institution that
is planning the distribution of

glifts to the poor at the Yuletide,

LIEUTENANT LILLY
. RESIGNS ‘POSITION

CHARLESTON, W. Va., Dec, 22.
—Resignation of Lileut, Mack B.
Lilly from the State Pollco has
been, accepted, Col. Jackson Arn-
old, superintendent of the De\mrt-

-bara, who, police sald, hav

PUNSFORAL

DELVERY FOID

Ten Alleged; Robbers Arrested
by Chicago Police For
Numerous' Thefts

CHICAGO, Dec. 23—Ten men,
|alleged members of o gang af rob-
ob-| ta
tajned  §600,000 din ' operations
throughout the Mississippl Valley,
'were undor arrest here today. As-
sociates of  the men were being
sought. :

More than $70,000 in Liberty
Bonds, etocks, warehouse receipts
tor whisky and:bonds were recov-
lered. One man, police said, had a
!complete plan’ of the etate peniten-
tary at Jollet, 1,

Chlet of Detectives ' Hughes as-

{serted informatfon  given by the

men fin ‘custody Implicated seven
others . Home of them were identl-
tled in political circles,

By 'means of the map of Jollet
penitentlary and aceompanying no-
tatlons, pollce belleve a Christmas
prison delivery, was planned. In-
structions anparent]y written by a
prisomer ‘described the method of
reaching one of the cellhduses by
automobile ‘road and <said:

“A good time 1s between 9:30
and 11 o'clock., No one thers (at
a certaln guto) but two old mnn
and they are com"icu.

ment of Public Satet;r. )
today. *

Lilly, who enllsted in the State
Police force In ‘August, 1821, and
was mada a leatenant soon after-
ward, has {aken a prominent part
in the activities of the department
in the southemn part of the state
and id’ credited:with ainumber of
arrests in connection wih the arm
ed ‘march and other disturbances.
He hag recently 'been in charge of
the troopers on Cabin  Creek,
with headquarters at’ 'Whitesville,
mnd has been succeeded tampomr-
{ly at'this ‘post by Capt.-J, R,
Brockus;, who fog 'some time was
in command of the State Pollce nl
Wiillamsgn.

Lieatenint Lilly's phns for the
future were mot announced. |

_.'_..__.-444-—-—- i

GOTILLION REVIVED. St

NEW “YORK, Dae. !&—-Sonleh'
has ravived ‘the :cotillion,| or joll
time - German. a fixtoreiat dinner
dances two decades ngo. i

"It wan'a feature of the program
at a dinner givén Iut‘nl;ht by, the
Countéss of Granard at' the homa
of her father,’Ogden Mills; ‘Guests
llmlted {0,100, - nearly all of

wm unmuﬂec,ywnx ‘peo-

| tield, 'in| testif

DEPLETION OF OIL
 SUPPLY PREDICTED

WASHINGTON, Dec. 22, —Pre|!
diction that’American (oll retinera
within ten:years mtut look to for-
elgn flelds for 60 per cent of thelr
supply’ was’ made by James B.
0'Nelll,
Ol & Gas Cq,,
producers  in' “the
ying  today at' thn
Senate oll "investigation.

It {s \m¥ ‘opinlon atter careful
study that the United’ Ststes has
seen the. pelk_ of ‘i production’ of

praslrlant'_ot the  Prairle |~
ne of the largest)
. mid-continent |
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